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Synchronous tools

● Google Hangouts

● Virtual Meeting Rooms 

(GoToMeeting, Blackboard Collaborate, BigBlueButton, etc.)

https://hangouts.google.com/
https://hangouts.google.com/
https://www.gotomeeting.com/
http://www.blackboard.com/online-collaborative-learning/blackboard-collaborate.aspx
https://bigbluebutton.org/


Google Hangouts

● Allows for conversation with peers and instructor online



Virtual Classroom

● Good for conversation, presentations, office hours

● Can use visuals (whiteboard, slides, pictures, etc.)

● Option to record



Asynchronous tools for student-created audio & feedback
Vocaroo

VoiceThread

Kaizena

http://vocaroo.com/
http://vocaroo.com/
http://voicethread.com
http://voicethread.com
https://kaizena.com/
https://kaizena.com/


Vocaroo

Can download recording as mp3 or copy url of recording



VoiceThread

● Record presentations with photos and videos
● Make annotations or drawings on the images while talking
● Others can respond with comments 



Kaizena : asynchronous conversations in pairs or groups



Kaizena: Can upload images to conversations



Kaizena: Upload, highlight and comment on documents



Conclusion about these digital tools
● Synchronous tools are useful for ‘live’ meetings, office hours  

and immediate answers or feedback

● Non-synchronous tools are very useful for submitting 

recorded assignments and getting delayed feedback 



Questions?


